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Forum Schedule

• Tuesday, February 14, 2017 

– 8:30 a.m. - 4 p.m.

• Wednesday, February 15, 2017

– 8:30 a.m. - 12:30 p.m.



Day Two Agenda: 

• Commercial Parts

– 8:30 – 9:00: Welcome and introduction of new people

– 9:00 – 10:00:  Review of Commercial Parts 

regulations

– 10:00 – 10:15: Break

– 10:15 – 12:45:  Clarifying the commercial parts 

regulations and identifying opportunities to reduce the 

maintenance cost of legacy aircraft by identifying 

those parts whose origins were not regulated by the 

FAA (i.e. automotive industry).

– 12:15 – 12:30:  Conclusion & Next Steps



Why are we here?

We live in interesting times….



Part 21 NPRM

• For years, industry has used the term, 

‘‘commercial parts,’’ in referring to parts that are 

not designed or manufactured specifically for 

aviation use such as light bulbs, fire axes, 

smoke detectors, and so on. 

• Whereas a standard part specification is 

developed by a consensus standards 

organization and is publicly available, the design 

for a commercial part is developed privately.



Part 21 NPRM

• The FAA recognizes that it is unrealistic to 

expect manufacturers making thousands of non-

aviation parts per day and relatively few aviation  

parts to obtain a PMA. 

• Enforcement of PMA violations is difficult 

because the FAA has often been unable to show 

that these manufacturers are producing with the 

intent to sell their parts for installation on a type-

certificated product.



Part 21 NPRM

• The intent of this proposal is to create a 

replacement parts classification for commercial 

parts, allowing an operator to install commercial 

parts on a type certificated product without 

having to obtain parts manufactured under a 

PMA. 



Part 21 NPRM

• This proposal will also allow manufactures to 

continue to use parts now categorized as 

commercial parts in their type designs. 

• The added benefit of the proposal is to now 

have the manufacturers specifically identify for 

FAA approval the commercial parts they intend 

to use.



Part 21 Final Rule

For the purposes of this rulemaking, in order for a 

part to be considered commercial, the DAH must 

submit to the FAA a list of parts it has designated 

as commercial pursuant to the provisions of Sec.  

21.50(c). 

5 FR 9095, March 1, 2010



Part 21 Final Rule

A part is designated as commercial when the DAH: 

(1) Provides data to the FAA showing that the failure of 

the commercial part, as installed in the product, would 

not degrade the level of safety of the product; 

(2) shows the part is produced only under the 

commercial part manufacturer's specification and 

marked with only the commercial part manufacturer's 

markings, and 

(3) provides any other data the FAA requires to approve 

the Commercial Parts List.



Part 21 - Certification Procedures for 

Products and Articles

§ 21.1  Applicability and definitions.

(b) For the purposes of this part--

(3) Commercial part means an article that is listed on an FAA-

approved Commercial Parts List included in a design approval 

holder's Instructions for Continued Airworthiness required by §

21.50;



Commercial Part

• § 21.50 Instructions for continued airworthiness 

and manufacturer's maintenance manuals 

having airworthiness limitations sections.



Commercial Part

21.50 (c) To designate commercial parts, the 

holder of a design approval, in a manner 

acceptable to the FAA, must submit:

(1) A Commercial Parts List;

(2) Data for each part on the List showing that:

(i) The failure of the commercial part, as installed in the product, 

would not degrade the level of safety of the product; and

(ii) The part is produced only under the commercial part 

manufacturer's specification and marked only with the 

commercial part manufacturer's markings; and

(3) Any other data necessary for the FAA to approve the 

List.



What is a “commercial part”?

• OPINION:  

Definition.

• Any part design for installation in any product 

regulated under this Chapter (14 CFR Chapter 

1) are “aviation parts”.  All other parts are 

eligible to be designated as a commercial part.



AC 23-27

• Parts and Materials Substitution for Vintage 

Aircraft 

– This advisory circular (AC) provides guidance for 

substantiating parts or materials substitutions to 

maintain the safety of old or out-of-production general 

aviation (GA) aircraft, or other GA aircraft where the 

parts or materials are either difficult or impossible to 

obtain. 

– This AC also provides guidance about the data 

required to gain Federal Aviation Administration 

(FAA) approval for making these substitutions.



• How to leverage the Commercial Part 

designation to improve affordability of legacy 

aircraft?

• How to make the designation affordable and 

reasonable?
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